STATUTES AT LARGE

place in said institution, not less than thirty (30) days before the
presentation of such petition to the Executive Committee of the
State Board of Health, when and where the Committee will hear
and act upon such petition. If such inmate has a parent, child,
brother, sister, guardian or committee residing in this State whose
name and place of residence are known to such Superintendent, a
copy of such petition and notice shall be served upon such parent,
child, brother, sister, guardian, or committee, whichever may be first
found upon whom such service may be made. If such notice can-
not be served, the Superintendent shall file a copy of such petition
in the office of the Clerk of Court of the County where the inmate
last resided, if known; and a certificate of the Sheriff of the County
where such patient has had his or her residence, if known, shall be
filed with the Executive Committee of the State Board of Health,
and no further service of process shall be had.
After the notice required by this Act shall have been given as
herein provided, the Executive Committee of the State Board of
Health, at the time and place named therein, with such reasonable
continuances from time to time and from place to place as the Com-
mittee may determine, shall proceed to hear and consider the said
petition and the evidence offered in support of and against the same.
For every such inmate the Committee shall appoint a guardian ad
litem who mist be present at the hearing to defend the rights and
interests of such inmate. And the Committee shall see to it that
such inmate shall have leave and opportunity to attend such hearings
in person, if desired by him, or by his parent, guardian or committee
served with such petition as aforesaid.
The Executive Committee of the State Board of Health may re-
ceive and consider as evidence at such hearing the commitment papers
and other records of such inmate in any of the aforesaid State In-
stitutions as certified by the Superintendent or Superintendents
thereof, together with such other legal evidence as may be offered
by any party to the proceeding. Any member of the Committee shall
have the power to administer oaths to the witnesses at such hearings.
Depositions may be taken by any party after due notice as in pending
cases and such depositions may be read in evidence pertinent to
the issue: Provided, However, That no deposition shall be read
against such inmate, except with the consent of his guardian ad litem,
unless it be taken in the presence of the guardian ad litem or upon
interrogatories agreed on by him. The Committee shall preserve and
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